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Before the SEP 2 91998
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554 PEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
In the Matter of )
)
Federal-State Joint Board on ) CC Docket No. 96-45/
Universal Service )
)
Forward-Looking Mechanism for ) CC Docket No. 97-160
High Cost Support for Non-Rural )
LECs )

To: The Common Carrier Bureau

REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME
Puerto Rico Telephone Company (“PRTC”), by its attorneys, hereby requests additional
time to respond to the data requests contained in the Bureau's August 7, 1998 order in the

above-captioned proceeding. Federal State Joint Board on Universal Service, Order, CC Docket

Nos. 96-45 and 97-160, DA 98-1576 (rel. August 7, 1998) (“Bureau Order”).

The Bureau Order seeks information to be used in establishing accurate revenue
benchmarks to determine the level of high cost support, in the event that the Commission retains
the revenue benchmark methodology. Bureau Order at § 2. The Bureau provided six charts for
use by designated non-rural LECs to provide the requested data. PRTC has developed
procedures and a work plan to collect the data and provide it in the requested format. However,
gather of the data was interrupted by Hurricane Georges, which ran the length of Puerto Rico on
September 21 (see attachments).

The hurricane left Puerto Rico with heavy material damages and without electricity and

potable water, and only recently have some areas of San Juan, where PRTC’s headquarters is
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located, had power gradually restored. Since the hurricane, PRTC’s resources have been, and
continue to be, dedicated to maintaining phone service on the island, assessing the damage left in
the Georges’ wake, and working to reestablish normal operations in the company. For these
reasons, PRTC is not able to complete its preparation of responses to the data requests by

October 6 and respectfully requests an extension of time to respond to the Bureau’s pending data

request until October 30, 1998.

Respectfully submitted,

PUERTO RICO TELEPHONE COMPANY

JMJQQ/

Joe D. Edge

Tina M. Pidgeon

DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP
901 Fifteenth Street, NW

Suite 900

Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 842-8800

Its Attorneys

September 29, 1998



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Rhonda J. Roberts, certify that true and correct copies of the foregoing Request for
Extension of Time of Puerto Rico Telephone Company were delivered by hand delivery, on
September 29, 1998, to the following:

James D. Schlichting

Deputy Chief

Common Carrier Bureau, Room 518
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20554

Katie King

Accounting Policy Division

Common Carrier Bureau, Room 8625
Federal Communications Commission
2100 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

ITS

1231 20" Street, N.W.
Room 102

Washington, D.C. 20037
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WORLD NEWS

Trr WasHincToN Post

Hurricane Georges Pummels Puerto Rico, Vir

By Serce F. Kovareski
Washington Post Foreign Service

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico, Sept.
21—Hurricane Georges slammed in-
to Puerto Rico with a vengeance
tonight, killing three people in a
landslide and leaving a trail of de-
struction greater than any storm to
hit this US. territory in decades.

Winds gusted up to 130 mph and
drove sheets of rain almost horizon-
tally across the entire island, cutting
power to more than 800,000

telephone lines and ripping up water
mains, knocking out satellite televi-
thousands of trees.

An ominous roar, accompanied by
the piercing whistle of high-velocity
winds, could be heard for hours
throughout this city, and even large
apartment buildings and hotels
shook. As midnight approached,
Georges’ eye hung ominously over
the island as anxious residents wait-
ed for the trailing wall of the hurri-
cane to strike, a phenomenon that is
generally more violent than the
storm’s initial blows.

Late tonight, President Clinton
declared Puerto Rico and the US.
Virgin Islands a disaster area, autho-
rizing release of federal recovery aid.
Earlier in the day, Georges’ 115 mph
sustained winds and blankets of rain
battered the US. and British Virgin
Idands to the east after flooding
roads, toppling power lines and
shearing off rooftops on the tiny
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passing over Pusrte Rice, west

In the twin-island state of St. Kitts

Canadian tourists in San Juan, Puerto Rico, shield their faces from high winds as Georges appreaches the island.

and Nevis, residents ventured out
briefly to survey storm damage and
d:eckm'neighbotswlmGeor@s’

in its destructive power, the hurri-
cane gained more might today as it
took aim at Puerto Rico, where
nearly 22,000 people sought refuge in
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THE WASHINGTORN FOST

Hurricane Hammers Puerto Rico
Hispaniola, Florida Keys Batten Down as Georges Moves West

By Serce F. Kovaresxs
Washington Past Fereign Senvice

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico, Sepl:
221t was this morning, under a
light rain, that the wrath of Hurri-
cane Georges finally broke Carmen
Rios Serrano.

After a terrifying night in which
Georges wreaked havoc on Puerto
Rico, Serrano, 61, painfully ocon-

its six-hour assault on Poerto Rica

was greater than that of Hurricane
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The storm caught the 3 million
peogleo{SantoDmﬁngo,meDa-
ndnican capital, almost entirely un-
prepared as it swerved slightly south
lashing the city as fieroaly as it had
San Juan. As the darkness ap-
proached, Dominican President
Leone] Fernandez 1old his country-
men the country’s fate is in God's
hands. “For the moment,” he said,
“the only thing left for us to do is to
raise our prayers to the Almighty.”

Late last night, the eye of the
ti—which shares the island of His-
paniola with the Dominican Repub-
‘Iicke—-{r@dfora?isn@msﬂdit would
i blanket that country as it did
Puerto Rico, : with alightly
diminished winds. Haiti is the poor-
est country in the Western Hemi-
sphere, and the vast majority of its
15 million people live in substandard

there scrambled to prepare for the
storm, particularly in Haiti's remote,
deforested hills, where thousands of
people live in tin shacks. “In a storm
of this magnitude, it is hard to even
comprehend how catastrophic this
could be” said a government
spokeswoman in Port-au-Prince, the
Haitian capital.

Sce HURRICANE, A20. Gol. 2

. 11 g yesterday was 70
milss 303t-nesheas! of Port-
su-Prince, Nalli, moving west-
northwest at 14 mph.

‘| Maximem sustained winds of
95 mph, gusting to 115 mph.
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HURRICANE, From Al

For those islands already rav-
aged by the storm, the job of
digging out will be a formidable
one. In Puerto Rico, Georges
snapped and uprooted countless
trees, which are now blocking many
of the island’s major streets, Cars
were flipped over, windows were
blown out, and hundreds of homes
and businesses were destroyed or
damaged. In one incident, a con-
struction crane toppled over and
slammed into the living room: of a
woman, who somehow escaped in-
jury.

By the time the hurricane tra-
versed the island, at least five peo-
ple had been reported killed; nu-
merous others are believed to be
missing in the rubble of their col-
lapsed homes, Electricity was
knocked out over virtually all of
Puerto Rico, and it may take as long
as three weeks to restore service,
posing potentially serious conse-
quences for businesses and medical
facilities; for now, hospilals are

using gas-powered generators.

Only 20 percent of the popula-
tion now has access (o potable tap
water, and there are no indications
when full service will return to
normal. On another front, officials
said that many coffee and plantain
crops, which are vital to the island’s
agricultural economy, were de-
stroyed by the hurricane.

“We are starting from ground
zero,” Puerto Rican Gov. Pedro
Raagsello said of the recovery effort.
As winds and rains slowly abated
today, workers cleared debris from
the runways at San Juan's interna-
tional airport so that emergency aid
could be flown in.
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